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WE are now in the midst of politics and all sorts of things, and I think 
we are going to be tried, or are being tried, as we never were tried; and 
a good many, if they are not careful, will forfeit their integrity. We have 
got to be watchful, for I tell you God has sent us here to test us and to 
prove us. We were true in keeping our first estate. The people that are 
here to-day stood loyally by God and by Jesus, and they did not flinch. 
If you had flinched then you would not be here with the Priesthood upon 
you. The evidences that you were loyal, that you were true, and that you 
did not waver, is to be found in the fact that you have received the 
Gospel and the everlasting Priesthood. Now you are in your second 
estate, and you are going to be tested again. Will you be true and loyal 
to God with the curtain drawn between you and Him, shut out from His 
presence, and in the midst of darkness and temptation, with Satan and 
his invisible hosts all around you, bringing all manner of evil influences 
to bear upon you? The men and the women that will be loyal under 
these circumstances God will exalt, because it will be the highest test to 
which they can be subjected. It is not as it was before. We were then 
in the presence of God. Now there is a veil between us and our Father, 
and we are left to ourselves, to a certain extent. We are left to be gov- 
erned by the influences that we invite, and there are any number of evil 
influences around us, whispering into our ears and hearts all manner of 
things. If we will open our hearts to receive them, or allow them to enter 
our hearts, we will think evil of our brethren and of our sisters; we will 
have malice towards them; we will envy them, and we will say bad things 
about them. God will test us in all this. I have always thanked God, 
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since I was old enough to understand principle, that I was among a people 
like the Latter-day Saints. The Lord has helped me to stand anything 
that the world cando. I have been made perfectly bullet proof, it seems 
to me, so far as the world is concerned. But it has always been a great 
source of grief to me to have anything occur between my brethren and 
myself. I do not want to have any feeling in my heart towards my 
brethren, or say or do anything that will give them pain. I know there 
is more integrity among the Latter-day Saints than among any other 
people on the face of the earth. They are true to each other; they love 
each other; and many of them would die for each other. “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
Brethren and sisters, I would like us to keep before us the grand prom- 
ises that God has made to us, and the glorious prospects that are open 
before us. We may have our trials and afflictions here. But let our eyes 
look forward with faith to that glorious future that God has prepared for 
us, and the great reward that He will bestow upon us. For we shall have 
crowns; we shall have thrones; we shall have dominion; we shall have 
power. God will give all this to us just as fast as we are prepared for it; 
and if we enter into these holy temples and receive there the ordinances 
that He has commanded His servants to give, these promises will be ful- 
filled to the very letter, if we are faithful. Not one will fail. How was it 
when you were baptized by one having authority? Did you not have the 
testimony that your sins were remitted? God accepted the offering. He 
accepted the administration of the ordinance. He accepted the laying on 
of hands, and He gave the Holy Ghost to those upon whom hands were 
laid. And when you come to the altar, and the servant of God says, I 
seal upon you the blessings of the holy resurrection, with power to come 
forth in the morning of the first resurrection, clothed with glory, immor- 
tality and eternal lives; and 1 seal upon you the blessings of kingdoms, 
thrones, principalities, powers, dominions, and exaltations, the blessings 
of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob—when the servant of God pro- 
nounces these words upon those who come to the altar, and he seals the 
wife to the husband, just-as sure as God lives, just as sure as the heavens 
are above our heads and the earth beneath our feet, so sure will those 
words be fulfilled upon the heads of those upon whom they are pronounced, 
if they are faithful to the covenants which they make; and they will 
come forth in the morning of the first resurrection, clothed with glory, 
immortality and eternal lives. When we lay down our dead, after having 
received these holy ordinances—our husbands, our wives, our children, our 
fathers, our mothers—we lay them down without a shadow of doubt in 
our hearts as to the future. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory?” Under such circumstances as these, death has lost its 
sting; the grave has lost its victory; it is robbed of its terrors by the 
glorious promises that God has made unto His servants and His children. 
Others may fear death. Others may dread the future. Others may think 
it isa leapin thedark. But not so with the Latter-day Saints! The future 
is ilumined by the glory of God and the promises that He has made to us; 
and when the time comes for us to lay down these mortal lives, we will do 
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so just as we do when we go on missions and the time comes for us to 
return home—we will go hoime, with regrets of course for those we leave 
behind, but with gladness and joy to think that our missions are ended 
and that we have been faithful, and we will be welcomed by our brothers 
and sisters and our families. We will look forward with joyful anticipa- 
tion to the delightful reunion that we will have with those whom we have 
left, who have been our fellow-laborers and companions in the afflictions 
of this life, and it will be a heavenly time. Therefore, I say that death 
has lost its terrors, and the grave no longer triumphs over people who have 
received such blessings as these. 

Oh! my brethren and sisters, what is there that should tempt us to 
waver in our devotion to the work of God? Shall we hesitate with our 
means in building temples and in carrying forward this glorious work? 
God forbid. Let us devote ourselves with every energy of our souls, and 
with all the means that God has placed within our reach, to the advance- 
ment of the cause of righteousness. Let us teach our children to do the 
same. For the day of righteousness is approaching, and we should do all 
in our power to bring about that happy period, when sin shall be banished 
from the face of the earth. I feel as though there is nothing on the earth 
that I have that 1 would hesitate to give for this great and glorious cause. 
God has made my life a constant joy. He has clothed my days with peace 
and happiness, and has blessed me in every direction, and shall I not 
worship Him? Shall 1 not serve Him? Shall I not do all in my power for 
Him and for His cause? I try todoso. I certainly want to do so, and I 
want to see my brethren and sisters do so. I want to stir them up to 
diligence. 1 want to present before them the glorious Gospel that God 
has revealed, the glorious promises that He has made to us, and the 
glorious future that He has assured us of; that we will remember them, — 
and that we will teach our children, and not be led away by the paltry 
baubles of the world, and by the spirit of the world. God forbid that men 
and women who have made such covenants as we have, and who have been 
blessed as we have should do this! God has given everything to us that 
we could ask for in righteousness. Is there any knowledge that would be 
of.use to you that God has not given you! He has clothed the past with 
light. He has illumined the present with glory; and the future—it is 
beyond the power of human tongue to describe that which God has re- 
vealed concerning the future! We may occasionally get a glimpse of it in 
the vision; but we cannot describe it, nor fully comprehend it. 

I am desirious to see this Temple finished. 1am desirous that when we 
go away from this conference we will go with a determination to do all in 
. our power to furnish the necessary means. And not only this Temple, but 
everything else. For God will reward us abundantly. He will multiply 
us upon the right hand and upon the left. 1 can testify of this to you in 
the name of the Lord, tor 1 know it; and | know that God will bless His 
people if they are devoted to Him and their eyes are single to His glory. 

I pray God, the Eternal Father, to bless you. Oh! this is a glorious 
conference. I wish you could stay here a week. I feel as though we were 
near the gates of heaven. I pray God to fill you with His Holy Spirit. 
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Above all things, be firm in the truth, and steadfast even unto the end, that 
we may receive the glorious reward that He has promised unto us. Amen. 


A NATION OF DEBTORS. 


Tue whole Russian Empire is honeycombed with debt, and this is so with 
individuals as well as with the states, the villages, and the government. 
Both nobles and peasants are loaded down with the payment of enormous 
rates of interest, and Russia has more queer money schemes and banking 
institutions than we had in America before the war. 

The government has a land bank, which loans money to the peasants 
in order that they may purchase land. This bank was organized about 
ten years ago, and it makes loans both to individuals and to villages. 

The government puts about £500,000 into it every year, and since its 
organization it has made over 7,000 loans to more than 200,000 families. 
About 2,000 of these loans were made to villages, and through this bank 
the peasants have bought more than 4,000,000 acres of land, upon which 
they still owe about 80 per cent. of their indebtedness. 

In addition to this, there are various ways of loaning maney to farmers, 
and the Government of Russia makes advances on grain stored in ware- 
houses or delivered to the officials of the several railroads of the country. 

The treasury department can authorize any railway company to make 
such advances, and the company will loan not more than 60 per cent. of 
the value of the grain deposited with it. It will receive at least 6 per 
cent. in advance for this service, and in addition to this the peasant will 
have to pay about 2 per cent. per annum for a sinking fund, and one-third 
of 1 per cent. to the railway company for negotiating the loan. 

Such loans usually run for six months, and if the money advanced is 
not paid at the end of the time the grain may be sold at public auction 
to redeem it. Out of the proceeds all charges for storage, expenses of 
sale, interest, and indebtedness must be paid before the owner of the grain 
can receive anything, and he gets what is left. 

The officers of the railway keep the Imperial Bank posted as to the 
amount of grain which they have on hand, and they are liable to the 
government for the money it loans through them to the farmers. 

This system of loans has been going on for more than four years. It is 
very popular, and a great many of the peasants take advantage of it. It 
is no wonder they do so, for the charges are much less than those of the 
usurers who abound in every district of Russia, and who are sucking the 
life-blood out of the people. 

One class of these usurers is known as the Koulaks. These are peasants. 
who have saved a little money and who lend it out at high rates to their 
fellows. They are worse than the nobles or the banks, and they, together 
with the small shopkeepers, vodka sellers, and merchants, practically con- 
trol the money business of the smaller settlements. 

In some villages you will find the Hebrew, who has in some way crept 
in from Poland, who is loaning money at big rates of interest to peasants, 
and who has often mortgages on nearly every available piece of property 
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in the town, and though the nominal rates of interest are only from 6 to 
12 per cent., these Koulaks, merchants, and Hebrews so arrange matters 
that they get from 100 to 200 per cent. 

The crops are often mortgaged before they are planted, and when the 
peasant is hard up in the winter he will make any sort of an agreement 
to sell his crops or his labor for the next summer for money. 

In some provinces the land proprietors advance small sums of money on 
a contract with a man that he is to give them one or two days a week of 
labor for a year in payment of it, and the system is such that instances 
have been known of men getting two days a week from a peasant for a 
year for £2 of our money. 

The truth of it is the peasants are like children. The majority of them 
do not know how to take care of themselves. They do not see beyond the 
day, and they are willing to promise anything for money. 

These Koulaks are the worst set of usurers in the world. Originally 
poor, they are acquainted with all tricks of the peasants, and they know 
how to grind them down to the lowest point, and they usually prefer pay- 
ment in labor rather than in money. 

The wages in Russia are so small that it is impossible for a peasant ever 
to get much money ahead, and his labor and his crop are all he has to 
mortgage. 

Just now, on account of the recent famine and the vast loss in the shape 
of cattle and horses, the peasants have become more in debt than ever, 
and the millions which the government has loaned to the villages on 
account of the famine has been the means of making the Russian peasant 
the poorest man in the world. 

The nobles of Russia grow poorer every year, and there is a bank here 
under the government which was organized to lend money to the nobles 
upon mortgages on their land. The loans of this bank already amount to 
more than £10,000,000, and a number of estates have been sold under fore- 
closures of mortgages by it. 

Not long ago it was said that 3,000 estates were advertised for sale by 
this bank of the nobility, and the large estates which used to prevail in 
Russia are fast being divided up by means of debt and high interest. 

The nobles know little more than the peasants about taking care of 
their property, and they are more extravagant.—Jndian Times. 


THE WORLD'S MOST MAGNIFICENT CHURCH. 


WE hear but little of the Greek Catholic Church, but it has one of the 
most lively religions in the world to-day, and the holy synod of Russia 
has a capital of £5,000,000, which it can use as it pleases, and its income is 
something like a £1,000,000 a year. 

The Church of Our Savior, at Moscow, was completed only a few years 
ago, and surpasses in beauty any church of modern times. It was built to 
commemorate the deliverance of Moscow from the French, and it has cost 
about £800,000. 

This_church stands on the banks of the Moscow river just outside the 
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Kremlin, and its great gold dome may be seen blazing out under the sun 
from any part of Moscow. It covers almost two acres, and it is built of a 
clear, white stone in the shape of a Greek cross. 

It has golden cupolas at its corners and a Russian dome in its centre, 
and these cupolas and this dome are covered with copper and plated with 
polished gold. 

It took 900 pounds of gold to plate this dome, and there is more than 
£200,000 worth of gold upon it. The cupolas cost £160,000 to gild, and 
there are bells within this church which have cost nearly £200,000. The 
biggest one here cost £60,000 and it weighs just thirteen tons. 

I have visited the temples of India, and the interior of this new Russian 
church reminds me of the wonderful architecture which you find at Delhi 
It is finished like a jewel, and it is a beautiful mosaic of marble, gold, and 
wonderful frescoes. 

Its altar is as delicate in its combination of precious stones and marble 
carvings as a lady’s breastpin, and this altar, before it was enriched by its 
golden icons, silver ornaments, and sacred pictures, cost nearly £100,000. 
The marble in the building cost almost £400,000, and the floor and walls 
are of wonderful marbles of malachite and of lapis lazuli. 

From the floor running around the entire church, there is first a dado 
of jasper. Above this runs a panel of white alabaster, and marbles of 
different colors succeed one another until they lose themselves in a great 
frieze of carvings and frescoes by the most noted of the Russian painters. 

Everywhere there is gold and gold carving. Golden pictures hang upon 
the walls. Twelve hundred golden candelabra hold as many candles under 
the cupolas, and all the vessels used by the priests are of solid gold. 

Upon the walls are golden texts from the Scriptures shining out of the 
white marble, and the church is lighted by thirty-six windows of stained 
glass, each of which is ninety feet high. 

This church will accommodate 10,000 people, and when I entered it one 
Sunday morning it was packed to bursting. Upon its steps were the 
usual number of dirty beggars, and I found that of the 10,000 worshippers 
at least 9,000 were peasants. 

The priests who conducted the service wore clothes of gold and silver 
cloth, and the chief priest had on a tiara set with diamonds. The service 
was very impressive, and nearly everyone in the church participated in it. 

The priest droned out a sentence and these 10,000 heads bowed in uni- 
son. He uttered another and the thousands knelt upon the floor and 
pressed their heads against the marble. As the service went on 10,000 
pairs of hands crossed 10,000 breasts at the same time, and of the 10,000 
faces I did not see one that was not sober and reverent. 

Presently the music of a great choir of men and boys swelled up through 
the vaulted arches, and I could not but feel the impressiveness of the 
ceremony nor wonder why its gorgeousness so appeals to these people. 

Religion is the life of the Russian peasant. It enters into his every act, 
and though it may be to a large extent a matter of form, he devotes the 
greater part of his life to it, and it cannot but have an influence upon his 
character.—Irish Times. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


New York is at present suffering from the ravages of typhoid fever, several fresh cases 
having broken out. 


The last spike on the Great Northern Railway was driven on January 8, on the western 
slope of the Cascade Mountains, Oregon, U.S. A. Another trans-continental railroad 
route is now completed. 


An explosion occurred at Minersville, Pa., U.S. A., December 29, and eight men 
narrowly escaped death. As it is three men were dangerously wounded, and the remain- 
ing five seriously injured. 

A cyclone passed over Vera Cruz, Mexico, December 30, causing considerable damage 
to property. Four lighters in the harbor were wrecked, and considerable quantity of 
goods lying on the wharves was destroyed. 


A dispatch from Jeffersonville. Indiana, U.S. A., states that a severe earthquake shock 
was felt there on January 12. The houses were hadly shaken, doors and windows rattled 
ominously and the people walking in the streets felt a tremor. Fortunately the shock 
caused no serious damage. 


A dispatch from Ottawa, Canada, states that ice formed over the river to a distance of 
100 feet below the suspension bridge, and within 50 feet of the falls. A bridge was formed 
of frozen foam eight feet high. which was crossed by several people. This is the first 
time such an occurence has taken place for the last hundred years. The waters are com- 
pletely frozen over. 


A terrible fire occurred at Osaka, Japan, on December 20, attended with great loss of 
life. The flames originated in a spinning mill and was caused by the breaking of one of 
the belts which got between the machinery and becoming ignited by friction, set fire to a 
pile of oil waste lying near. Altogether 120 persons perished most of whom were young 
girls employed in the mill. No fewer than 275 buildings were destroyed. 


W. S. Parkerson, of New Orleans, U.S. A., assisted by insurance experts, ha8 made a 
thorough investigation of the cause of the fire which destroyed his residence recently. 
They are convinced that it was the work of an incendiary. Twice in the past fourteen 
months has the residence of Parkerson been burned tothe ground. Parkerson’s prom- 
inence in Mafia movements is believed to have incited that treacherous clan to the work 
of incendiarism. 

One of the strangest murder cases ever brought to light is the one in which John 
Thomas. a thirteen-year old boy, is charged with the murder of his mother on December 
26, near Brinkley, Arkansas, U.S. A. The boy acknowledged the murder and gave as 
reason that she got his gun, and compelled him to shoot her under threat that she would 
shoot him if he did not do as she told him todo. Medical experts believe the boy is sane 
and that his story is correct. 


The eastern part of the United States is experiencing some very severe weather. A dis- 
patch from New York, dated January 13, states that for several days past the harbor has 
been practically blockaded by ice. Vessels trading along the coast, as well as the trans- 
Atlantic liners, have experienced great difficulty in navigating the Channel. All the 
shipping has been subject to more or less delay, and some of the larger steamers even 
have been more than once in situations of great peril. 


A shocking affair occurred at a country church in Gallia ante, Ohio, U. 8. A., re- 
cently, during a revival service. Clark Watkins caught his sister-in-law, Mrs. Peter 
Watkins, walking with a man with whom her name was unpleasantly connected, and 
attacked him with a knife. Both rushed into the church where a general fight stopped 
the services. When the riot was ended, it was found that Mrs. Peter Watkins was dead; 
Harris, the woman’s escort, was fatally wounded; Clark Watkins beaten almost to death; 
James Grover had his eye cut out, and half a dozen others were hurt. The church was 
almost completelyjwrecked. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 1893. 


CHOOSE QUICKLY! 


Ir the winds should be let loose from their bounds and mighty tornadoes 
and cyclones lay waste the earth,—if forests should be uprooted, villages 
and cities razed to the ground, and one general scene of confusion ensue,— 
if terrible gales should sweep over the mighty deep, drive vessels from 
their moorings, and by their fury cause the water to lift itself in 
majesty, and, bidding defiance to the power and skill of man, roll furiously 
beyond its bounds, stranding navies, swallowing up in its fury vessels and 
their human contents, spreading desolation, wild dismay and general ruin, 
—however philosophically these might be accounted for, yet the finger of 
God would be made manifest and in them would be fulfilled the saying of 
the Prophets, “there shall be terrible tempests and whirlwinds, that shall 
cause the children of men to fear, and the sea shall lift itself beyond its 
bounds.” 

If the heavens should be opened and floods come consigning thousands 
of God’s creatures to a watery grave,—if the earth were to be convulsed 
by a succession of earthquakes, whose continuous throes were felt in all 
parts of the globe,—if the planet which we inhabit should open and moun- 
tains, cities, and villages be engulfed in one general ruin, spreading con- 
sternation throughout the world,—however these events might be ex- 
plained philosophically, yet they would not weaken the force, or de- 
stroy the efficacy of the prophecy, “there shall be earthquakes in divers 
places.” 

If the stars should exhibit singular phenomena, or be removed from 
their orbits,—if the moon should change its color, the rays of the sun 
diminish in brilliancy, or the heavens show forth their signs,—if a fiery 
comet in its train, at its appointed time, should come in contact with 
the earth, whose inhabitants should be burned up through that medium, 
—although philosophy might account for these on the principle, perhaps, 
of reflection, and refraction, and other known causes, yet it would not 
alter the force of that saying, nor do away with, nor weaken the signifi- 
cance of the sign spoken of by our Savior, “there shall be signs in the sun, 
in the moon, and in the stars, and the powers of heaven shall] shaken.” 
Nor do they invalidate the Scripture “the earth shall be burned up,” “the 
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earth that now is, is reserved for fire, against the judgment of the great 
day.” 
If, again, families should be divided,—if noisome cankers should eat at 
the foundation of governments,—if brazen licentiousness were to flaunt 
itself in the broad light, uncondemned and unchecked,—if the world were 
to become full of falsehood and deceit, when famines, plagues and pesti- 
lences should break out and disasters occur,—if there should be wars and 
rumors of wars, when the earth were full of disruptions, and broils, and 
men’s hearts failed them for fear of that which was to come upon the 
earth,—in whatever manner these things might be solved by the wise men 
of to-day, they would not alter the principle that the Savior taught, as 
being a criterion whereby the Saints are to judge of the signs of the times, 
nor would they put to shame the promise of the Lord, “the days will 
come when war will be poured out upon all nations,” or make light of the 
prophecy of Paul that “ perilous times should come.” 

Is it necessary to ask any intelligent reader and observer of the signs of 
the times whether the events mentioned are occurring every day, or not? 

Were man sufficiently acquainted with the philosophy of the heavens as 
well as the earth, could he but unravel the mysteries of the universe, and 
penetrate into the designs of God, no doubt many, if not all of these signs, 
could be explained. But man has demonstrated his inability to do this, 
and, therefore, the prophetic warning, “ Now, learn a parable of the fig 
tree ; when its branches are yet tender, and it begins to put forth leaves, 
you know the summer is nigh at hand ; so likewise mine Elect, when they 
shall see these things, they shall know that He is near, even at the doors,” 
must be heeded, and one of two courses taken. Make then, your choice, 
boldly and consciously, for one way or other it must be made. On the dark 
and dangerous side are set the pride of self—the ignorance that ridicules 


the evidences of God’s handiwork—the dullness that denies what is mar- 


velous in His working, and, finally, death. 

On the other side is open to your choice the life of discovery and illumi- 
nation, sure of the right in its aim, sure of being irresistible in its progress: 
happy in what it has done—happier in what, day by day, it may as securely 
hope; happiest when at the close of this life, it may gain the reward prom- 
ised to the faithful in Christ Jesus. W. B. D., Jr. 


THE COMING WAR. 


THE next war in Europe will do more than decimate—it will exterminate 
a nation. On all sides one sees signs and hears rumblings of that bellicose 
spirit which preceded the events in the early portion of the present century. 
A vague uncertainty, a nameless dread, would seem to have taken possession 
of all classes of society. In the newspapers, in financial circles, wherever 
men assemble together to discuss the questions of the day, evidences of 
this feeling for war can be detected. “A study of the events of late years 
and the examination of the resultant situation in Europe, lead to the con- 
clusion that war is inevitable in no long time; it will be a ferocious war, 
a war of destruction, in comparison with which the war of 1870 was but 
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child’s play,” said Bismarck. With all the resources of the deadliest of 
destructives and the latest of scientific discoveries, it is impossible to con- 
template, without a shudder, the consequences of a struggle between the 
great European powers. And in the discussion of the different features 
of this war, so near, so formidable in its proportions, and so big with con- 
sequences, all eyes are turned with absorbing interest to France. Why? 
Because she is, with the exception of a leader, probably the best prepared 
of all the powers, and, it is said, will be the first to break the existing armed 
peace; and, had she new but a “ Little Corporal” to lead her forces, 
would in all probability be master of Europe in less than a year. 

A knowledge of the strategic situation of France in the coming war, is, 
therefore, of intense interest. The data on which the strategic problem 
of that republic is based, comprise, the geographical situation of Germany, 
of Austria, and of Italy ; the shape of those countries with their national 
defenses and their artificial system of fortification; their population ; the 
spirit of the nation and its mode of government; the military organiza- 
tion ; the maximum number of troops that each of them can put in the 
field ; and finally, the conditions and the rapidity of moving and concen- 
trating their troops. The same data would apply to Russia, Germany, 
Austria and Italy, and in the investigation of these data from a strategical 
point of view, the question of how far from the frontiers is the capital of 
each country, which is the centre and vital core of governmental] life, ap- 
pears to be essentially important. For example, the occupation of Paris 
is not the occupation of the whole country, and, it is said, more than two- 
thirds of France could still furnish a new centre with the means of con- 
tinuing the war, either after the first reverses, or, in case it should be 
thought wisdom to avoid decisive battles. The situation of the other 
powers appears less favorable in this respect, and it is generally conceded 
that the continuance of the contest would be almost impossible for the 
three other nations, if the capital of either of them were in possession of 
@ victorious enemy. 

The occupation of Vienna by an enemy would be equivalent to the fall 
of its government, if peace were not concluded at the moment of occupa- 
tion, as the Austrian empire is but a conglomeration of different national- 
ities, each of which has separate interests. So, also, with Germany in the 
occupation of Berlin by an enemy. 

German statesmen concede that this would be so on account of the 
slight capacity of the Fatherland for a prolonged and obstinate struggle 
with an enemy on its own territory ; Germany imperatively requires, from 
the outset of a war, action as rapid and decisive as possible, and in order 
to succeed would be compelled to take the offensive. France has a war 
strength of four million and fifty-three thousand, and Russia of four 
million five hundred and fifty-six thousand men. To bea few hundred 
thousands behind either of these powers would be intolerable to any nation 
boasting itself a civilized country, and it is therefore felt that Germany 
must utilize her defensive capacities. “ Every man who is really capable 
of bearing arms must serve in the national forces.” In a very short time 


Germany alone will have five million soldiers, while Italy, Austro-Hungary, 
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and Turkey, bring up the rear with, 2,360,000, 2,000,000, and 1,150,000, 
respectively. 

That Germany fears the ever increasing power of France is evident 
from the recent speech of the German Chancellor, in the Reichstag, who 
has adopted the tactics of his predecessor, Bismarck. Speaking openly of 
the immense military power of the French republic, the efficiency of the 
reorganized French army, and the possible aspect that Germany might 
suffer defeat in another war unless her fighting resources were materially 
increased, he declared that the war department has not a sufficient number 
of soldiers at disposal, and can never wield a numerical preponderance 
unless the taxpayers consent to bear a heavy additional burden. He in- 
sisted that the annual contingent of conscripts shall be enlarged by 60,000 
men, no matter what the cost may be to peaceful industry, and wound up 
his argument with the admonitory statement that the federal government 
will not accept the responsibility of defending the country with inade- 
quate armaments! Already, it is said, 200,000 young men are drawn 
annually for service, and this army bill proposes to add a third more to 
this immense total, an addition which, it is claimed, would sweep into the 
net every eligible youth in the population! In 1870, when the Franco- 
German war broke out, Europe’s war footing was, at the most, seven 
millions of armed men. When the recruiting laws now authorized upon 
the continent come fully into operation there will be more than twenty- 
two millions of soldiers upon the war strength! 

When these facts are considered, it may be truly said that “men’s hearts 
are failing them for fear,” and that the finger of the Almighty is seen 
again in the fulfillment of the prophecies of His servants. W. B. D., Jr. 


In the beautifully decorated hall at Cheltenham, on Monday evening 
January 9, 1893, a creditable entertainment was given under the auspices 
of the Cheltenham Sunday School in honor of Apostle Brigham Young, 
whose presence among the Saints in that Conference was a source of much 
pleasure, and Elder Seymour B. Young, Jr., who is shortly to leave 
England to resume his missionary labors in New York. The exercises, 
consisting of recitations, essays, instrumental and vocal selections, were 
thoroughly enjoyed by the assembled Saints. 


A WONDERFUL necklace, composed of three rows of human eyes in a state 
of perfect preservation, polished and set in a magnificent mounting of 
virgin gold, is to be exhibited at the Chicago exhibition. It is the pro- 
perty of a rich marchant of that city, who states that the eyes were taken 
from the mummies in the burying places of the Incas in Peru. It is said 
that nothing can equal the grace and softness of this death-like ornament. 


THE French Government is starting in the news-agency business on a 
large scale. Since January 1, 1893, postoffices in the French colonies 
have been allowed to receive subscriptions for French newspapers and 
and periodicals. Inasimilar manner the postoffices of France will receive 
subscriptions for colonial publications. What French news agents think of 
this has not been made public. 


| 
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MANCHESTER CONFERENCE Notice.—The Manchester Conference will be 
held in the Doe Hay Assembly Rooms, Farnworth, on February 19, 1893. 
Meetings will commence at 10:30 and 2 and 6 p.m. 


LrvERPOOoL CONFERENCE Notice.—The Liverpool Conference will be held 
in Miner’s Hall, 33 Millgate, Wigan, on Sunday, February 12, 1893. Meet- 
ings will commence at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 


MinvuTEs of the Cheltenham Conference held in Juvenile Odd Fellows’ 
Hall, St. George’s Place, Cheltenham, Sunday, January 8, 1893. There were 
present: Apostle Brigham Young, President of the European Mission ; 
Alfred Solomon, President of, and Seymour B. Young, Jr., Samuel Weston, 
Edwin D. Solomon, A. J. Oliver, Orson P. Black, James Sabine, 8. C. Chad- 
wick, Thomas Minson traveling Elders in the Cheltenham Conference. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder Weston. Singing. 
The Sacrament was administered by Elders Jackson and Coleman. 
President Solomon said he looked forward to these times of refreshing, 
when the Saints could meet together and speak of the goodness of God to 
them, for it strengthens them in their faith. He welcomed the Elders who 
had been called into a cold world to preach the Gospel, called under con- 
ditions and circumstances similar to the humble fisherman at the time 
of Christ—not having the learning of the age, but possessing the Spirit 
which would make them strong in the Lord. It was a great responsibility 
to preach to a benighted people, whose minds were darkened because the 
Spirit was not with them. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints is founded upon the rock of revelation, and this is the testimony 
of all the Elders, but the world would not receive it. God is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever. If He revealed His mind and will to the 
prophets anciently, He would doit in ourday. The speaker went on to 
show how necessary it was to preach the same Gospel that the Master 
taught, and with authority. We should perform our works in all humility. 
Elder Oliver said that Paul taught one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. 
The Gospel of the world, who had departed from this order, was built 
upon the foundation of men’s opinions; but the Gospel of Christ was 
built upon the rock of revelation. If Christendom had the Spirit they 
would show it by their works. To believe is to work. Faith without 
works is dead. Elder Oliver went on to show how the Jews persecuted 
the Lord, and how many thought they were doing the Master’s will. 
Elder Weston realized that no man could teach the things of God save 
by the Spirit of God. It was our duty to know God, for to know Him is 
life eternal. If we loved the Lord we would do the works He has required 
of our hands. | 
President Solomon presented the statistical report of the Cheltenham 
Conference for the year ending December 31, 1892, as follows: High 
Priest 1; Seventies 8; Elders 12; Priests 6; Teachers3; Deacons 1; 
members 87; total officers and members 118; baptized 21; emigrated over 
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eight 12; emigrated under eight 6; removed 24; children blessed 3; ex- 
communicated 5; died 3; number of tracts distributed 22,248; outdoor 
meetings held 60; indoor meetings 70; Church works sold and given 
away 251; baptisms 10; confirmations 10; Gospel conversations 824. 

Apostle Young knew there was a pleasure derived from the labors 
of the Elders though they suffered persecution. The Latter-day Saints 
have been beaten, robbed, and murdered. Five times, said he, have 
his parents taken their children, and the little they could carry on their 
backs and fled into the wilderness. Many who were thrust out died from 
exposure, while many sickened and died for want of the comforts of life, 
and many were put to death. However, this “persecution developed a 
people who could serve God in the desert. They found in the mountains a 
few half-starved Indians, who lived on crickets and grasshoppers, etc., and 
who were ready to destroy them. For protection they sought refuge in a 
small fort built on ten acres of ground, and here they lived and labored, 
defending themselves from the hostilities of the red men. If they wanted 
clothing it was made of the raw material spun by the women. His mother 
made his clothing until he wasa man. The Saints have been driven from 
their homes time and again, but the Lord has always preserved His 
people. Apostle Young dwelt principally upon the subject of the resur- 
rection, and said the Gospel is being preached in this dispensation as a 
warning to all men that the second coming of the Lord is drawing near, 
and to cali men to repentance. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder 8S. B. Young, Jr. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Shurmer. Singing. 

Elder Minson said he came many thousands of miles to preach the Gospel. 
This might seem presumptuous on his part, but the Lord selected humble 
men to do His work, not because they were poor but because they were 
honest in heart. The Elders boldly proclaim the message of faith, repen- 
tance, baptism by immersion for the remission of sins, and the laying on of 
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost to the world. Peter, as did the 
other Apostles, taught this same Gospel. 

Elder Black said we have met to teach and be taught in the ways of 
the Gospel. God chose the humble not because they were ignorant but 
because they were pure in heart. The Lord can make us wise and intel- 
ligent if we will be made wise through obedience. As John the Baptist 
came first as a forerunner of the Master’s tirst coming, so He has come the 
second time and ordained the Prophet Joseph Smith for the work of the 
Lord before the great day of His second coming. Elder Black rejoiced in 
the Gospel, and said we cannot be too thankful to our Maker for being 
permitted to live in this age when all things shall be fulfilled. 

Elder Edwin D.Solomon said he was thankful that he lived when the Lord 
had set His hand the second time to recover His people. We are opposed 
because we say God reveals Himself. 1s there any reason why He should 
not? The Lord revealed Himself to the Prophets of old and so He does 
to-day, and the speaker knew this by revelation unto himself. Few accept 
the Gospel. As it was in the days of Noah so shall it be at the coming of 
the Son of Man. Many were called but few were chosen. 
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Elder Chadwick said that according to men’s opinions there are many 
gospels, but the Lord said, seek the Kingdom, not kingdoms. The Gospel 
of the Kingdom is one Gospel, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
Priesthood. The speaker briefly dwelt upon the organization of the Church, 
showing that it possessed the inspired officers necessary to bring the 
people to a unity of the faith and to the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ. The gifts and blessings follow the believer to-day. 

President Solomon presented the authorities, which were sustained 
unanimously. 

Elder Sabine said we were of the household of faith, and the just should 
live by faith, and if we desire salvation we must keep the commandments 
of Jesus Christ. To know God is eternal life, and if we kept His 
commandments we would know Him. Faith is the first principle of re- 
vealed religion and the foundation of all righteousness, and all Latter-day 
Saints show their faith by their works. He bore testimony to the restor- 
ation of the Gospel. 

Elder Seymour B. Young, Jr., said that God was no respecter of persons, 
and if men would knock it would be opened unto them, that the message 
we bear is true, and as the Prophet Joseph Smith had received the mind 
and will of the Lord so could all men. “If any of you lack wisdom let 
him ask of God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not and 
it shall be given him.” The speaker knew if men would humble themselves 
and ask the Lord for a testimony of the truth of “ Mormonism” they would 
receive it. Men will not do this; they prefer darkness rather than light, 
their deeds being evil. ; 

Apostle Young said he was pleased to listen to the Elders, for he could 
see they were trying to educate themselves in the Gospel. (God's Spirit is 
our support. We must labor while it is day. The time is short. The 
Sabbath is about to be ushered in. We are not here tou make money or to 
make merchandise of men’s souls, but to call them to repentance, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. ‘The Latter-day Saints see eye to eye in 
all things; there are Saints from every nation under heaven in the valleys 
of the mountains, but go to any of them and ask why they are there, and 
all will give the same answer: they are there because they have received 
the light of the Gospel through obedience to its requirements. Among 
them the sick are healed; the lame walk; the deaf are made to hear; and 
the blind see through the power of the Priesthood. The principles of 
faith, repentance, baptism, and the laying on of hands for the reception 
of the Holy Ghost are the stepping stones to greater privileges. We will 
testify of the power of the Holy Ghost without fear. Kingdoms may fall 
and governinent officials may die, but “Mormonism” will never die. If I 
were to testify of the horrible judgments coming upon the earth the world 
would not believe me, but you must believe me if you believe the Scrip- 
tures. Search the New Testament for in it are the words of eternal life. 
The faithtul Saints will escape the judgments. God bless my brothers 
and sisters, and help us to show the millions of people who are on the 
earth the light of the Guspel of Christ, and make us strong in His hands. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Howell. 
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A Priesthood meeting was held Monday, January 9, 1893, at which re- 
ports were presented by the Elders, and instruction and words of en- 


— given by Apostle Young. 
Srymour B. Youne, JRr., Secretary. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The Earls Furniture and Carpet Company, on State Street, Salt Lake City, was closed 
on December 29, under an execution of $6,000 issued from the Third District Court. 

Alma Hillyard, of Smithfield, Cache county, was splitting kindlings on December 24, 
using a sbarp axe for that purpose, when he cut a deep gash in his hand. The axe went 
through the hand, severing the bone of the forefinger. Dr. Snow found it necessary to 
amputate the tinger. 

The flagstaff erected by the Liberals three years ago, opposite the Metropolitan hotel, 
Salt Lake City, and which has been surmounted with the now historic carpet-bag since 
that time, was blown down on December 28, ‘The huge pole fell with fearful force, but 
fortunately no one was injured. 

The many friends of President Harvey Cluff, of Provo, will be pained to learn of the 
sudden death, on Christmas Day, of his son Alfred, from that fatal and dreadful disease, 
diphtheria. ‘the father of the deceased was at the Hawaiian Colony, in Skull Valley, 
at the time of his death, and being forty miles from a railway or telegraph station he 
could not be apprised of the sad event in time to get home for the funeral. 

A destructive fire ocourred at Murray, Salt Lake county, on December 29, The large 
two-storey business block belonging to Haynes & Cahvon, in which were a mercantile 
establishment, hotel, saloon, drug store, bakery, and butcher shop was totally destroyed. 
The loss is estimated at $15,000 to $18,000 on the building, and that on the stuck and 
fixtures will reach several thousand more. There is only a partial insurance amounting 
to about $6,000, 

‘Lhe first consignment of the Columbian series of postage stamps and envelopes have 
been received by Postmaster Nash, of Salt Lake City. They are issued in denominations 
of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 15, 30, and 50 cents, and $1, $2, $3, $4, 85. These stamps differ in 
size and form from those now in use, the engraved space being seven-eighths of an inch by 
one and eleven-thirty-seconds inches, each stamp bearing a design commemurative of the 
discovery of America by Uolumbus. 

In speaking of Ogden’s new railway project the St. Louis Globe-Democrat says that no 
other track of equal length could sv completely change railroad relations, ‘‘It will ex- 
tend the Northwestern’s Fremont, Elkorn and Missouri Valley road to Ogden and give 
the Vanderbilts a continuous line nearly across the continent. ‘Lhe new line will be per- 
feotly independent of all connections except the Southern Pacific at Ogden, and will 
become the most active competitor instead of the closest ally of the Union Pacifico, The 
route of the Wyoming and Utah Railway will follow the old Mormon trail from Casper 
to Ogden.” 

In Utah are a number of survivors and widows of soldiers who fought in the war with 
Mexico. Under the new bill which has become a Jaw, each Mexican war veteran or 
widow is entitled to an increase uf pension from $8 per month to $12, if the pensioner ‘‘is 
wholly disabled from manual labor, and is in suc. destitute circumstances that $8 per 
month is insutficient to provide the necessaries of life.” The enactment of this law is a 
tardy justice rendered to the little handful of survivors of that strife which eventuated in 
such @ magnificent addition to the National domain. Many of these old veterans and 
widows are in circumstances of personal distress. The help of the increased pension will 
be a God-send to them. 
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